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~TOP TEN LIST ~

A group of judges at a large writing contest came up with a top-ten list of the most

common reasons fiction manuscripts are rejected. Here, courtesy of the “Ask the Author”
newsletter, is their list, along with my comments.

1.

No hook on page one.
Publishers are busy people. They read mountains of manuscripts every day. If you don’t
hook them on your first page—your first paragraph, even your first line—they won’t read on.

. No hook at the end of Chapter One to compel people to read on.

Be sure to end your first chapter with a “cliff hanger.” Make the publisher forget about
the stack of manuscripts on his desk because he has to find out what happens next in yours.

. No clear goal.

Your main character must have a well-defined goal that is absolutely vital to his existence
(perhaps the existence of several people). He must be willing to do anything to accomplish
his goal. (Of course, that goal must not be accomplished—at least not without page after
page of obstacles to overcome, and preferably not in the way the character anticipated.)

. It starts too slow.

Identify, right at the start, who your main character is, what his goal is, and what the
obstacles are to obtaining that goal. Start with action, adventure, intrigue, suspense. Don’t
start with flowery descriptions of setting or a flashback history of someone’s background.

. It's unoriginal.

Do your research. What other books out there are like yours? How is yours different?
. Wrong facts.

Do your research here too. Nothing discredits an author faster than incorrect details.
. No redeeming qualities in the antagonist.

All your characters need to be realistic. Your “good guy” should not be all good, and
your villains must have a reason, a clear and understandable motivation, for what they do.

. A protagonist who is unlikable.

Readers want to identify with the protagonist. If he is a person of virtue, albeit slightly
flawed, the reader will like reading about what happens to him. If the protagonist is not a
likeable person, or does things the reader disapproves of, the reader won’t care about him.

. No overriding theme/no book goal.

There must be a purpose to your book. It shouldn’t be spelled out in an obvious fashion,
but it should not be so hidden that it is nonexistent, either. As the author, you should be able
to identify the theme of your book in one concise sentence.

10. Lack of goal, conflict, disaster.

Your characters’ goals must be diametrically opposed to each other. Each person must
encounter seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Every page of your manuscript should
contain some conflict. (Of course, some pages will show smaller-level conflicts than others.)

It is an infringement of copyright law to reproduce this publication, in part or in whole, without the
express permission of the author. To request permission, please e-mail Kathy@Kathylde.com.



